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T know the difficulties we have to face in
the country to keep our hospitals going,
Tn my cleetorate we have a hospital second
to none in the State. It has been a matter
of great difficulty to keep the hospital
open; therefore, T hopé this Bill will help
to relieve the position. Another Bill men-
tioned in the Governor’s Speech is the
Coostitution Act Amendment Bill, I hope
that Bill will have the effeet which I de-
gire. I trost that wnder that measure the
number of members of Parliament will be
reduced, The Labour Party have for years
advocated that the Upper House should be
reduced, or done away with altegether. A
eonsiderable amount of time is wasted in
this House but there is more wasted in
another place,

Mr. Corboy: They do not waste it therc;
théy go away and waste the time. | .

Mr. HERON: The Minister for Agricul-
ture referred last night to the necessity for
putting the land alongside the existing rail-
way lines into full use. T regret that no
Bill is being bronght forward to deal with
this question, We have advocated for
years past the imposition of a tax on unim-
proved land values. I think members gen-
eraliy agree that it is essential that such a
measure should be introduced. I am dis-
appointed that ne Bill is to be brought for-
ward *by the Government., I will not touch
wpon the other Bills mentioned in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech for we will have an opportu-
nity of discussing them later on. 1 wonld
like to refer to the Railway Department,
however, for we know from the speeches
delivered in this Chamber that our railways
are not paying, and we also know that a
number of trains have been cut out. Some
trains have been cut out in my clectorate
and no oue has objected to that. Economy
has to be practised and something has to
be done to rectify the finances of the State.
In bringing about such a rednciior in the
number of trains, however, consideration
should be given to the comfort of those
who have to travel over long distances. I
refer particularly to the goldfields express
which arrives in Perth on Sunday morning.
The last time I travelled by that train [
found that, during the concluding stages, it
had been converted intg a suburban train.
Leaving my eclectorate at 7 o’clock one
morning we expect to reach Perth at about
0.30 next morning. Many people who travel
that Jong distance canuot afford sleepers, in
consequence of which they have a very un-
comfortable ride. The discomfort of the
ride is accentuated during the lasi few
miles owing to the suburban traffie,

Mr. Mann: It only involves about seven
minutes extra.

Mr. HERON: You do not travel second
class; you travel first elass in comfort.

Mr. Mann: That does not affect the tima
taken.

Mr. HEROXN: It takes more than seven
minutes and as the hon. member travels first
¢lass he does not appreciate  what it
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means to fhe poorer people. Just when
the long distance passengers nre busying

themselves straightening up  their lug-
gage, ‘preparatory to leaving at  Perth,
they are interfered with by ~the pas-

sengers from the auburban stations. In
addition, this alteration bhangs up other
trains’either in Perth or outside the central
railway station. I am living at Cannington
at the present time and the alteration has
meant that our train is often hung up either
at the central station or at East Perth,
Some change should be made and the con-
venience of long distance passengers con-
sulted.

On motion by Houn. T, Walker, debate
adjourned.. .

House adjourned at 10.18 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the Supply Bill
(No. 1), £1,610,320.

QUESTION—RETRENCHMENT,
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES,

Hon. J. W. HICKEY asked the Minister for
kidueation: 1, Is it the intention of the
Government to retrench a number of rail-
way and other Government employees and
officers? 2, If so, what is the approximate
number of employees and officers to be so
retrenched? 3. What is the approximate
date of such retrenchment taking effect? 4,
Have the Government considered the qoes-
tion of finding productive employment for
men 3¢ retrenched?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, So far as departments iu the Pub.
lic Serviee are concerned, every effort is
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being made to reduce administration ex-
penses, but no general scheme of retrench-
went has been considered. Some retrench-
ment  hag  taken place in the Railways
through fall of trade. Whether this will
continve or cease depends entirely upon trade
vonditions, 2 and 3, No date or numbers
can be determined, as the numbers employed
will be affected continuously by the revival
or fall in trade. 4, The Government are
continuously considering the keeping of our
community in productive cmployment.

QUESTION— STATE CHILDRUEN,
DETENTION HOME.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN asked the Minister
for Kdneation: Has he any objection to
placing the file dealing with the construetion
of the State children’s detention lhome on
the Table of the House; if not, will he lay
same on the Table?

The MINISTER FOR
plied: [ have no ohjection,

EDUCATION re-

PRIVILEGE—RILLS, DISTRIBUCTION.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [4.36]: As a matter of privilege,
I desire to ask the Leader of the House

whether he cannot make it convenient to lay
on the Table copics of Bills when they are
read the first time. We have now on the
Notiee Paper four Bills. T have made it my
business te come here twice in orvder to learn
what may be in those Billg, and T have found
none of them available. What is the result?
Presently the Leader of the House will bring
down the Bills for the seeond reading stage
and then, probably, wishing fe get on with
the work, he will move that we go into.Com-
mittea—and this, hefore we have made our-
selves thorooghly eonversant with the con-
tents of the Bills, T ask that they be placed
on the Table after the first reading, so that
wc shall have time to read them and learn
what they are about. Such a practice would
save a great deal of misunderstanding and
dissatisfaction. T am certain that if the
Minister ean do it he will, T am expressing
the views of several other members.

The PRESIDENT: Does the hon, mem-
her wish to move any motion in conncetion
with it!

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: NXNo,
T think it will he sufficicnt to draw the at-
tention of the Minister to the matter,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H., P. Colebatch—East) [4.38]: Tt
has always been the practice to circulate Bills
when the second reading stage is reached.
However, 1 will gee to it that Bills are cir-
culated as soon as they are ready. Some are
put on the Notiee Paper before they have
actually left the printer, in order that the
formal stages may be got through. However,
as I say, T will sec to it that they are dis-
tributed as soon as ready.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. W. Kirwan (for
Hon, E. H. Harris), leave of absenee for six
eonsecutive sittings of the House granted to
Hon, J. E, Dodd (South) on the‘pround of
ill-health,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.
Debate reswned from 3ra Angust.

Hon. A. H. PANTON (West) [4.40]: Let
me congratulate the Leader of the House on
his return to good health. I hope that his
restored health will now continve, so that he
may be with us to lead the Houmse. I also
wish to weleome the new member (Hon.
F. E. 8. Willmott). I am sorry he is not
here to-day. I was hopeful that his arrival
in the House wounld get him away from the
parochialismt he acquired in ancther place
Judging by his remarks on the Address-in-
Reply. Sir Edward Wittenoom said the new
member had the advantage of previous ex-
verience. But I am afrfaid he has quite a
lot to learn up here. Coming to His Excel-
fency’s Speech, I am inclined to agree with
Sir Edward Wittenoom, who said that at a
first glance there did not scem to he very
muoeh in it, but that on going through it
more earefully he was disposed to see red.
T am not inclined to see red but, like Sir
Fedward, I see in the Speech quite a lot of
questions  which will necessitate some con-
sideration, Naturally the first one i3 that
of finance. I take up the attitude of giving
the Governmeat a free hand in finance for
this reason: when in Mareh tast the peneral
elections for another place were held, the
fingneial position was certainly placed before

“the people by those opposed to the Govern-

ment.  Opposition members travelled from
one end of the State to the other, endeav-
ouring to inform the people as to the actval
finaneial position. Tt may be only a coinei-
dence, but with the exception of scveral
members of this Chamber no memhbers of
Parliament who todk the platform during
the clections snggested that the Government
were unahle to control the finances. Conse-
quently, the people having given a mandate
to the Government to carry on for ancther
three years, I feel in duty bound to give
the Government a free hand. Notwithstand-
ing that, I am not quite satisfied with the
references in the Speech to the defieit, or so
much of it as was “in "excess of fhe Tren-
surer’s estimate. We are told in the Speech
that the inercase in the defieit over and above
the estimate was chiefly due to a falling-off
in railvay revenue owing to the svsnension,
in whole or in part, of certain industries,
and to the revenue lost as a result of the
engine-drivers’ strike. It has been claimed
by the Premier that the revenue lost in con-
sequence of the strike was £152,000. T think
that s a fairly aceurate estimate. But not
one word has been said by the Premier or
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avyone else to show that during the period of
the strike at least £90,000 was saved in wages
and salaries, and anether £10,000 in coal and
water. So that there was practically £100,000
saved in coal, water, wages and salarics. The
fact has heen publicly stated that there was a
loss in revenue of £152,000 and an attempt
wag made to lead the people to believe that
the great hulk of railway officials were being
paid their salaries during the strike. This
was not so. From information I have gath-
ercd, I underatand therc was somewhere
ahout £90,000 saved during that period. Al-
though approximately £152,000 in revenue
was lost, 1 unhesitatingly say there was no
necessity for even £352,000, or £1,000, to be
lost. As one whoe took some part in the
trouble for a full week prior to the men get-
ting their time, I know that the disputes
committee worked day and night to induce
the Government to agree to what they aet-
ually agreed to a fortnight affer the strike
started. 1f any revenue was lost it was
lost owing to the fact that the Gevermment
were not prepared, until a forinight after
the strike, to listen to anything like reason.
With regard to the partial or complete sus-
pension of industries, I am assuming that
the reference in the Speech deals partieularly
with mining. There is no doubt that the
closing down of a large number of mines,
or their partial suspension, has had a ma-
terial effect on the revenwe of the railway
system. Not only is it a question of indus-
tries cloging down, but there is another fae-
tor to be taken into consideration. The gen-
eral opinion of more especially the consom-
ing section of the people of the State is
that there is going to be a big fall in prices;
whether they are right or wrong I am not
prepared to say at this juncture. That feel-
ing, at all events, is abroad. The conse-
quence is that there is to all intents and
purposes 2 strike so far as the consumers
are concerned, in that they are not purchas-
ing at the same rate as they were hefore,
as they are waiting for a fall in prices. The
storekecpers and business people generally
in the eountry, to which our railways go,
are not purchasing the same amount of goods
as heretofore, and there is, therefore, not
the same amonnt of freight earried over
the railways, The Speech states that the
partial collapre of the mining industry bas
been brought sbout, to a large extent, hy
the cost of production owing to the recent
miners’ award. At a meeting of shareholders
of the Giolden Horseshoe Mining Company in
London on the 18th May, the chairman of
directors, ®ir John Pureell, said, as to the
recent award of the State Arbitration Court,
that there was a general opinion that umder
it the mining industry must collapse; and to
have placed sueh impossible restrictions on
the mining of rold way a blunder which the
Government of Western Australia must ree-
tifv. T am inelined to agree with Sir John
Pareell that the Government have to rectify
the position. T do not, however, agree that
it is poing to be done by reducing the wages

[COUNCIL.

granted to the miners under the Arbitration
Court award. Notwithstanding what may be
said by these who are industrially opposed
to the miners, the award istued by the court
was justifiable, and the men who benefited
under it were entitled to every penny they got.
1t is a remarkable fact that almest since the
inception of the principle of arbiteation in
Australia, every case has heen fonght upon
what it eosts a man, his wife and children
to live. The Western Australian Arbitra-
tion Aet, by which the Arbitration Court
is guided, lays it Jdown that the comrt can
only make an award in accordance with what
i man, his wife and three children may live
upon in reasonable comfort, When the
court made this award in the case of the
miners, as T was in the unfortunate position
of having to take the case in the court, T
was told that we had ruined the industry.
To show what was in the minds of the mem-
hers of the court I will read a few remarks
by Mr. Justice Burnside the president of the
Artbitration Court at the time when he de-
livered the award, He said—

It has been stated that the court has
departed on a new scheme and om its own -
ideas in fixing the Dbasic wage.  That
statement is hased entirely upon a confu-
sion of ideas. Tf as is my apinion the
court should be guided by Mr, Knibbs’
figures and if Mr. Knibbs' figures are
intelligently applied it will be found that
the court’s award is below My, Knibbs’
figures not above them, The confusion
arises from this reason: Some time ago,
some four or five months ago, the court
fixed a basic wage for the railway service
here in Perth, and it was pointed out that
in arriving at that baric wage the figures
disclosed by 2Mr. Enibbs had been taken
as the guide: 8s. being the minimum fixed
in 1907, 1,000 being the index figure, and
1,654 being the figure at present Tepres-
enting the 1920 index, on a common pro-
portion sum the result will be shown to
be 13s. 4.

That was the amount awarded to the railway
union by the eourt at the time as the mini-
mum wiage,

Now, if the same prineiple is applied
to Kalgoorlie, what will be fornd? Tt
must be Borne in mind that here, if T
may say ro, the confusion arises. The
basis in Kalgearlie was 10s. per <ay, not
81, per day. Tn 1902 the eourt, presided
over by the Jate Mr., Justice Monrhead,
fixed the minimmn waze for Kolzoorlie
for surfare lnbourers at 10s. per day, and
if you take 10s. per day as the hasie wage
for Kalgoorlie in 1902, and carry it on
till 1908, 1909, or 1910, when Ar. Knibbs
started his ealenlatidne, vou will find the
prablem works out in this way: As 1,000
—whichk is Mr. Koihbs' index fizure—is to
to-day's base figure for Knlaoorlie 1768,
so is 10s to 17s. 6id., and that is the true
result Mr. Knibhs' fignres apply to this
award. To test it by another method, T
would suggest to the erities to try this:
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In 1802 the sovercign was worth 20s. and
the miner was getting 10s. per day. That
is to _say, the wage at Kalgoorlie paid
to the surfacce labourer was half a sov-

ercign. What is the half sovereign to-
day in aetual money? Half of 353 =
17s. 6d. That, again, coincides with the

statisties that Mr. Knibbs gives, so that

in the figure we have arrived at of 16a,

it there has been any departure, it will

he found the departure is on the lower

side,
That is_the finding of the President of the
Arbitration Court. He clearly states that he
only awarded the 1Gs. per day as the mini-
wum rate in Kalgoorlie ot the time when the
actual rate for the cost of living, according
to Mr. Knibbs, was 17s. 8d. T mrntion that
to show how remavkable it is that the Arbi-
tration Court, ever since its inception, has
hased its awards on the actual cost of living,
whereas we now find that the employers
generally are asking that the cost of living
should not hie the basis at all, but a question
of whether an industry ecan stand an award
or mot, Until soch time as the Act is
amended [ do not see how the court ean
earry out its functions under the Aet, inas-
much as the ecourt states that it must award
a minimum rate sulficient to keep a man, his
wife and three children in reasonable com-
fort. As Rir Johm Purcell said, it is a
matter for the State to remedy. The only
way in which it ean be remedied is for the
taxpayers of the State to take their share
of the burden instead of asking the miners
to take it. ‘That s bheing «donc in another
big industry in the State. Tho threr great
industries in Western Auwustralin are wheat
growing, wool growing, and mining, It is
interesting to compare the wheat growing
with the mining industry. [ want members
of the Country Party to take notice of what
T am going to say about the wheat growers
owing to the fact that their leader in the
Commoenwealth Parliament, Dr. Earle Page,
says that they are governing the State now,
We find that the wheat growers have a
pool. They also have a fixed price for wheat
for home consumption, a price which they
consider to he a reasonable one.

Hon. H. Stewart:  Nof in this State, but
the Commonwealth,

Hon. A. H. PANTON: We pay 9s. per
bushel for wheat for home consumption in
this State. T do not care who fixed the
price, T kunow that there was no Arbitration
eourt sitting and no evideace takenm by such
court in conpection with the matter. The
faet remains that 9s. is paid here to the
wheat grower for a period of 12 months for
his wheat for local consomption. 1 do not
even complain that 9a. o bushel is too high,
T believe that every worker is entitled to the
full results of his labour. When the far-
mers and the primary produwcers agree with
me on that point there will, for my part, be
no more strikes, The farmers, at all events,
want the full results of their labour in secur-
ing 9s. a bushel for their wheat.
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Houn. J. Nicholson:
growers?d

Hon. A. H. PANTON: T will deal with
then at another time, Th: wheat prowers
also have another pull over the taxpayers.
There is some interesting veading in the re-
port upon the working of the railwavs and
tramway system for the year ended 30th
June, 1920, T have not been able to deal
with any later report, because it is not avail-
able, T find from the report that the work-
ing cxpenses per train wile are 98.964. plus
the interest on borrowed wmoney 34,174,
making & total of 133.13d. per mile The
average load during the year was 72.2 tong
so that the actual cost was 1.4810. per ton
mile. That is the actual amount it cost to
run our railways during that year. On page
BT of the report we find an interesting state-
ment as to how the ton mileage works ont.
Whilst it costs 1.844. per ton wile to run our
railways, the wheat earnings for the year re-
presented 1.064. per ton mile, showing a loss
of .781.'on every ton mile of wheat we car-
ried.

Hon, H. Stewart:
goods?

Hon, A, H. PANTON: Oa wheat alone,
The nctual mileage of wheat for the year
was 39,197 348 miles, which, showing a loss of
.78d. per mile, provide for a running loss
oa wheat alone of £127,391.

Hon. J. Ewing: Have they not put up
the mntes reeently?

Hon. A. H. PANTON: In the same table
we find that the enrnings on fertilisers, which
are a very neeessary acquisitivn to wheat
growing, are .42d. per ton mile, whirh shows
2 Joss of 1.42d. per ton mile. The ton mile-
age on fertilisers was 11,178,336 ton miles,
which, showing a loss of 1.42d., provided for
a running Joss on fertilisers of £66,138.
We had an actual total Toss on wheat and
fertiliser of £193,528, T am aware that
these fignres will not represent the results -
for the year ended on the 30th June, 1921,
hecanse increased wages nnd salaries and
higher cost of materials will probably make
a great difference in the ton mileage cost
of our railways. However, the fares and
freights have also gone wp, and probably
the relative position will be nbout the same.
Or, rather, T fear ihere will be a greater
loss diselosed by the figures for the finan-
eial year which has just expired. Tt may
he interesting to the wool growers to learn
that in the same table the wool earnings
are shown at 5.064. per ton mile, and the
train mileage of wool at 2,250,047 . tons,
returning a profit of £30.118. So the wool
growers are not exploiting the taxpayer.
Naturally, the loss on the carriage of wheat
and fertiliser falls vpon the taxpayers in
general, many of whom arve primary pro-
ducers. In the province which I repregent
there are numbers of fruit growers and
market gardeners—at Jandakot, for in- -
stance. To these producers fertiliser is
very necessary. Fertiliser is essential aven
for the growing of cabbages in one’s back

What about the fruit

On wheat or on all
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vard, During many years the cattle
boats from the North-West proceeded to
Robb’a Jetty and unloaded their cattle
there, and then returned to Fremantle; and
the lumpers, on the trip back, were indos-
triously unloading the manure into the sea.
After considerable agitation, permission
was obtained to have that manure sent to
Spearwood and Jandakot. On the question
of price, the argwment was that the stuff
wag no good to the boats. The Fremantle
Harbour Trust were wise enough to see the
advantage which must result from having
thé manure sent to the market gardens and
the orchards. Accordingly, they shift the
minure into the trucks free of eost. The
‘Railway Department, on the other havd,
chiarge 2s. 6d. per ton for conveying the
manuvre to Spearwood, a distance of § miles.

Hon. J, Nicholson: There is, of ¢ourse,
the running back of the trucks empty.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Quite a number
of trueks run up country emply in order
te bring back wheat. Possibly the trucks
#o out to Spearwood full of manure and
vome baek carrying something else. I raise
no objection whatever to the farmers’ get-
ting their share of the good things going
in the Railway Department; but it is un-
fair that the mining industry should be
taxed by dividend duty, income tax, and
high railway freights on mining requisites,
which, T may say, carry the highest rates
charged. Such burdens ought not te be
placed npon the mining industry in order to
make good the losses incurred on the ecar-
riage of wheat and fertiliser. Hon, mem-
bers will agree that the mining industry
hax been an important industry in this
State and should still be an important indus-
try here., From 1886 to the end of
- June, 1920, the statistics of gold mining
show that 33,999,028 fine ounces of gold
hitve been obtained in Western Australia,
valued at £144,418,773, The dividends paid
during that period total £27,910,605. The
producers in the mining industry, therefore,
have just as much right te ask for assist-
ance through the Railways as have the
wheit growers,

Hon. (*. F. Baxter: What are the mining
retnrns for the Jast 12 months?

Hon. A, H. PANXTOXN: T have not that
information. The statistics I have quoted
are the lutest issued by our Government
Statist. However, even if very little gold
were being obtained now, the faet remains
that there is a great deal of gold still to
be got here.  The reagon why the low
grade ore mines are not producing to-day
is, simply, the ¢ost of produetion. Tn all
serjousness 1 declare that the inereased
wiges are a very small item compared with
the other costs of production in the miuning
industry. Tf the Government intend to
assist the industry, they must render that
assistance in the same way as assistance is
given to wheat growing; namely, by
making the general taxpayer bear his share
of the barden, instead of the individaal
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miner beiug asked to bear the lot. If the
primary producers of this Statc are going
in  for cconomy—and I understand that
economy is the battle cry of the Govern-
ment to-day—I want seme further infora-
tion as to how economy is to be effecred.
At the primary producers® conference the
other day Dr. Page, the Leader of the Coun-
try Party in the Commonwealth Parliament,
a gentleman of whom seme notice shounld
be taken, said, amidst loud applause, that
in this State the Country Party had practi-
eally attained the position of Government,
and he added that the whole of the Com-
monwealth was looking on to see what
would be the outcome of the endeavours
of the Country Party of Western Australia
to scecure economy in  administration, I
agree that Dr. Page should be supported,
but T want to know whether our Country
Party friends are sctting out to economise
at somebody else’s expense. From the
figures T have quoted, it seems that such is
the case. If it is essential that the general
taxpayer should be taxed for the benefit
of wheat growing, it is just as essential
that he should be taxed for the mainten-
ance of any other large industry—gold
mining, for instance. According to the
Governor’s Bpeech, last year’s legislation
in regard to tributing has not been sub-
mitted to a full trial, owing to the oppesi-
tien of the mining companies. As one who
took some part in the framing of that
legislation, I certainly eonsider that this
paragraph in the Governor’s Speech calls
for further explanation. I want the Gov-
ernment fo tell me whether we are to spend
our time in this House passing legislation
which is to be simply set aside by some
seetion of the community, who deelare that
they do not care a snap of the fingers for
the law of the land. In those circumstances
the Government simply say, ‘‘Very well,
we will have a Royal Commission to see
what is wrong with that legislation.’” Ts
that to be tolerated? Yet that is what has
oceurred in this instance. The Chamber of
Mines have distinetly declared, not only to
the men, but also to the Governmeat, that
they will take no heed of that legislation.

The Minister for BEducation: There is
nothing compulsory on the companiea in that
Icgislation.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: In that ease,
what was the nse of passing the legislation?
And why put the eountry to the cxpense of a
Royal Commission to inquire into that legis-
Intion! The House onght to insist on
knowing, before it passes legislation, whether
that legislation is to be obeyed, or whether
the old rule of one law for the poor and an-
ather for the rich still holds good. That is
what the workers on the goldficlds want to
know, T1f gold mining is to be maintained
in this State, it will be maintained by tribut-
ing, The companies have had their millions
in dividends. The ore is becoming low grade,
the depths of the mines are inc¢reasing, and,
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naturally, the cost of production is rising.
Consequently the companies are unable to
earn the same dividends as before. Now
they say to the workers, “We are prepared
to Tet you have the mines on tribute, but it
nust bs on eur own good terms.'’ The Gov-
ernment, quite rightly, stepped in last ses-
sion to seo that the tributers got a fair deal;
but evidently the Government are not strong
enough to support their own legislation. Had
the obicet of that legislation been to compel
the tributers to do something or other, and
had the tributers refused to do it, and had
their places been filled by other men, it
would have been interesting to see what ac-
tion the Government would then have taken,
in the event of the tributers’ resisting.

The Minister {or- Education: There is
nothing in that legislation to compel the com-
panies to do anything.

Hon. A. II. PANTOKN: I maintain that
evary member who helped to pass that legis-
lation did so under the belief that that legis-
lation would represent the law of the land as
regards tributing. But the law has been
flouted.

Hon, H, Stewart:
lation was foreseeu.

Hon. A. H, PANTON: T find from the
Giovernor’s Speech that we: are to have a new
port in the North-West. I read Sir Edward
Wittenioomm’s speech in this debate, and 1
noted his statement that he considers it would
ba far better to spend the money in doing
something to improve existing ports. I am
open to correction if T am not eciting the hon.
member correetly, Now, I go further and
say that, in my opinion, the money can he

The result of that legis-

well spent not only in improving existing .

ports of the North-West but also in deing
something for the ports of Bunbury, Gerald-
ton, Athany, and Fremantle. It scems to me
that the Government are setting out to incur
an expense which at present is absolutely
uniustified. The ports that we already have
are practieally at a standstill for the want
of money which should be expended on them.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Cut the North-West
out altogether, and hand it over to somebody
clsr.

Hon. A, H. PANTON: Last Jannary I
made a suggestion that the railways shonld
he handed over to somebody, and T was
nearly strock for doing so. Therefore I ad-
vise My, Miles to rvefrain from sueh interjee-
tions. We are told that public works have
been restricted owing te the high ecost of
. rails and so forth; and yet the Government
propose to extend the tramway system in the
metropolitan area. I do not suppose we
shall have mnch voice in the matter, hut T
must raise my protest against any extension
of the tramways in the metropolitan area at
the present time. Such expression simply
means eompetition with the ferries and the
subnrban railway service. Traing are already
being ont out becausc of lack of suffieient
passenger traffic.

Hon. J. Duffell:
mont.

There is no ferry at Bel-
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Hon, A, H, PANTOX: The tramway sys-
tem of Perth is, £ consider, an absolute dis-
grace. Nothing else can be said about it. On
a reeent visit to the Eastern States I was
particularly struck with the tramway systems
there; and after seeing them I am thoroughly
well ashamed of what we have in Perth. If
there is £50,000 to be spent on the tramways,
L hepe the Government will devete that sum
to the improvement of existing tracks and of
the rolling stock that we have, Peaple would
sooner walk than ride nowadays. How can
we expect anybody to pay to ride in our
cars when they are allowed to get inte such
a condition? It is rather pleasing to have
an  admission from the Premier that the
business undertgkings, and not the trading
concerns of the State, are responsible for
the loss. [t must be very gratifying to most
members here to have that assuranee from
the Premier. The sum paid into revenue by
the much-abused trading concerns last year
wag £7,78+. In other words the defieit would
have been £7,784 greater but for the much-
abused trading concerns. T am prepared to
toke the Premier’s statement. Tt was a
very definite statement made in  another
place amid loud applause and many inter-
jections, but the Premier made it apparent
tn the public that the business undertakings,
the railways, tranways, and so forth, which
have always been State owned, and not the
much-abused trading concerns which the Lab-
our Party were guilty of ingtituting, were re-
sponsible for the financial loss. Members
should be fair and should either contradict
the Premier’s statement or else refrain from
talking about the trading concerns,

Hon. J. Nicholson: Look at the accounts.

Hon, A, H. PANTON: I presume the
Premicr had all the figures before him, 1
looked at the financial statement for the year
ended the 30th June and found that the
revenue received from the State trading eon-
cerns amounted to £7,784, but against that
atnount T eould find no item of expenditurc.
The hon. member could not have seen the
accounts,

Hon. T. Moore: There is nonc so blind
as be who will not sec. )

Hon. A. H, PANTON: The hon. member
may put if that way. [ am rather pleased
that the battle-ery of this State has been
changed from that which has Dheen raised
shiring the last two or three sessions. Tor

.rome years past the battle-cry not only of

the Government of thig State bot throughout
the world has heen produce, produce and
more prodmetion, but that Dbattle-ery. has
gone. We have now the battle-ery economise,
ceonomige and still more economy. That is
the battle-ery to-day.

Hon. J. Nicholson: And more population,

Hon, A. H. PANTON: During the last
three or four years while the cry of pro-
duece, produce was being raised, the workers
of Australia and of Great Britain, too, heard
the ery and went on producing for their
lives. Now they ave told to econovmise. They
arc walking about the streets unempioyed



324

after listening to the ery produce, produce,
after having filted the factories with clothes
and hoots, themselves having very little of
eitter to wear., The flour mills of the State
are full of flour and the men are walking
abeat out of work, and yet bread is dearer
thua ever it was. Perhaps that is the rea-
son why the ery has been changed from pro-
ren to economise. Thousands of men in
Aurtralin and Great Britain are unemployed.
Wergsted and woollen mills in England are
idle owing to the importation of worsted and
waillen goods from Germany. We are selling
aiir wheat in Germany cheaper than our own
prople can buy it, and yet we are told to
eronomise. T came across a rather inter-
esfing  statement from a Bradford corres-
pondent, which 1 hope 1 shall be permitted
to read because it deals with the question of
economy. During the first four mounths of
last year FEnglam! imported 4,336 square
yunls of worsted eloth from Germany. In
the first four mounths of this year England
impurted 19575 square yards, of worste:l
cloh from Germany. During the first four
months of last year 14,518 square yards of
weollen ¢loth was imported from Germany,
wlereas during the first four months of this
yerr 56,300 square yards of woollen cloth
was jmported from Germany into England.
I wonld be interesting to” know how much
of that ¢l6th finds its way to Auvstralin to
the detriment of our own woollen mills. We
won the war; mo onc denies that, but it
would be very hard te say who is geing to
benefit most from the war, The Prime
Minister when in Western Australia during
the war said, ‘‘XNever again will we trade
with Germany.’” Yet here we are trading
for our lives. I have no objeetion to that.

Hon, J. Cornell; Australin is not trading
with Germanv.

Hon. A. H. PAXTON: Ts not selling
wheat trading with Germany? I am given
tc understand that wheat has been sold to
Germany. That may not be trading. I
will eall it selling and buying.

Tlon. J. Nicholson: It was only n sale.

Hon, A. H. PANTON: It was a pretty
good sale so far as Germany was eoncerncd.
| am satisfied that many grave problems will
eanfront the Government during the next 12
months or two years, espeeially indwvstrial
troubles. There are preblems not only he-
fore the Government, but before the whole
of the commercial community. The cries of
‘‘Down with wages,”’ and ‘‘ Abolish the ar-
bitration eourts’’ arc not going to solve
those problems. Tt is all very well for the
T'remier of South Awstralia, Mr. Barwell, to
telk about downing wages; it is all very
well for the Acting Prime Minister, Sir
Joseph Cook, to talk about abolishing the
arbitration courts; it is all very well for
Mr. Lee Steere to say ‘‘ We won’t have the
arbitration court,’’ and for the Tsar of the
Country Party, Mr, Monger, to talk of what
““wpg will do’’ to the workers. The fact re-
mains that the workers the world over have
put up a big and hitter fight for what they
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have te-day. and they are going to put up
a big and bitter fight before they lose what
they have, unless there is a big reduetion in
the cost of living. 'Fhat is the position we
are faeed with, Everyone knows that during
the war the price of commodities went
upr by leaps and bounds. 1t was absolutely
inpossible to keep wages anywhere near the
saaring  prices, even with an  acroplane;
but now that there is a levelling down of
the cost of commodities, we find that there
is a ¢ry to bring wages down. Although
the cost of commedities went up at the rate
of 75 per cent, and was followed by an in-
crease in wages of only 1214 per cent., they
now want the wages bronght down by 2b
rer eont, notwithstanding that the cost of
living hns deelined by only about 2 per eent.
The workers will sit tight, and obgerve with
interest what is gaing on. Memhers nrust
realise and the commereial community too
must renlise that the purchasing power of
the workers’ wages is lower than it was 10
years ago, nnd that it is useless to ask the
worker to toil for eight hours a day for some-
thing less than is sufficient to keep himself,
his wife, and family. I do not think mem-
hers wish that this should be done, but they
are overlogking the great faet that the pur-
chasing power of the workers’ wages is lower
than it was 10 years ago. The statisties
prove this; it is a faet which cannot be
denicd. A the talk in the world cannot gain-
say this faet., We have the certified declara-
tion of the Commonwealth Statistician; we
have the finding of the Basie Wage Commis-
sion; we have the utterances of the arhitra-
tion court judges all over the Comnonwealth,
and the workers surcly cannot be expected to
give up what they have obtained only after
a very big fight. Tn eonclusion, T appeal to
menthers and if possible to the commercial
community of this State also to continue as
they were doing o foew months ago, namely,
in the direction of settling these disputes
arounil the conferenee table. [For some rea-
son or other this system has been stopped.
During the whote of the time that the cost
of living was going up when wages were still
Ingging far behind, T statad from the floor
of this House that the Ewmployers’ Federa-
tion were preparced to assist at all times at
vound table conferences. Tu that way we got
over most of our dilfienlties. During the last
three vears T have had as stremmous a time
as almort any man in the Labour movemecnt
attending these conferences,

Hon. J. Duffell: The wages board system
wounld avercome the diffienlty, .

Hon. A. H. PANTON: T do not care what
gystem is adopted, but the bulk of the eom-
munity to-day are urging that the arbitration
eourt is ungnitable, T agree that the arbitra-
tion court cannot keep pace with the work.
Other peopley however, are saying that they
are geing to get wages down whether we
like it or not, cither at the point of the
bayonet or by some other means, but the
worker in Australia will not stand that. 1
know the worker of Australia as well as
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most men, anil he is to-day what he always
has been. He is prepared to sit at a con-
forence table and talk over wages and con-
ditions and go to the arbitration court and
put up his fight there for those wages and
conditions, but he will not suffer what he
has won to be torn from him ruthlessly by
the employers with the poliee supporting
them. [t is well for the commereial com-
munity to get any idea of this kind out of
their heads. Tt will not eome to pass. If the
commereial community and the Government
want industrial peace, my advice is to let
their battle ery for the future be ‘' Hands off
arbitration and let us get around the con-
ference table.’””

Hon, .J. W. KIRWAN (South) [5.253]: 1
was not present at the opening of the ses-
sion and 1 would, therefore, like to take this
op:portunity to join in the exprussions of re-
gret whieh have been uttered regarding the
fact that our old and esteemed colleague,
Hon. E. M. Clarke, iz no longer with us.
In an experience extending over twelve
years, I always found that gentleman kind
i thought and word and deed. He was
tvpical of the bhest type of those pioneers
who helped to make Western Australin what
it is, and his shrewdness often was of
material assistance in our deliberations in
this Chamber.  Tn ‘weleoming his «successor,
it is gratifying to know that he is a gentle-
man who has had Ministerial experience, one
who by reazon of his experience in another
place and esnecially his experience in the
Cabinet will be of lielp in this Couneil. At
no time in the history of the State was there
greater need for men of ripe experience and
sound judgment than at the present time,
We were never faced with praver problems,
I would like to express appreciation of the
remarks of Mr. Paaton regarding the mining
indugtry and the treatment it has veeeived,
ot only from the present Government, but
from the Governments in the past. The gold-
fields memhers for a preat many years have
heen pointing out how the assistanee which
has been extended to the mining industry
has never been equal in gencrosity to the
asgistanee which has been extended to other
ihduatries, but those of us who have continu-
ally harped upon that question seem top have
been almost beating the wind, and very little
result  has eome frome it. However,
T would like to point out that at no
time has the eonsideration of the Govern-
ment towards the mining industry been more
necessary than it is at present. When Mr
Panten wns apeaking an hon. member inter-
jeeted, "*What is the gold output at the pre-
sent time?’’ Because the gold output
is declining, because it is small, there is all
the more necessity for the Government to
give all the help they possibly ecan to an
industry that never nceded it more than it
does just now., Great as might be the
neeessity to extend help to the mining
industry, great as might be the necessity
to extend help to farming and other indus-

323

tries of this State, still more important
to my mind is the gravity of the finan-
cial situation. T am not going into figures
to stress the serionsness of that question,
but I think it is one that ought to exereise
the attention of the Government and of every
memher of Parliament to a greater extent
than all the other questions that are mnow
before the country. Next in gravity to the
financial question, I would put two other
aspects that eall for attention by the Gov-
ernment at the present time. In Western
Australin we have a population of some
330,000 people, or mercly a handful holding
o third of this vast Continent. Western Aus-
tralia is a huge empty space that needs to
he filled and the necessity for encouraging
immigration comes, to my wind, next in
fmportance to the necessity for attending to
the finaneial aspect.  After that in seriousness
I would place the faet that the recent eensns
returns have shown an extraordinary drift
towards the capital in Western Australia.
Dealing with the financial question, no mat
ter how the Treasurer or the Government
may explain the position, the faet cannot
he denicd that during the two years
the prescnt Government bave been in office
we have spent abont £1,300,000 more than
our ineome, That sort of thing cannot pos-
gibly go on. Each year, no matter whether
it Dhe the pregent Covernment or previous
Governments, we have been met with prom-
ireg of improvement in the financial position,
and with promises that the deficit will not be so
large as in previous years. Despite these
assurances, we see no evidence of improve-
ment whatsoever in the financial results of
each sueceeding year, When the Leader of
the House comes to reply to the remarks
which have been maide regarding the finan-
eial positien, he will tell us, no donbt, as he
has told us before, and quite rightly so, that
we should never forget the annual contribu-
tions to the sinking fund. Doubtless also
he will make a comparison hetween the an-
nual contributions to the sinking fund—
something of the sort appears in the Gov-
ernor's Speech—and the deficit, and indicate
that the position is not as bad as the merc
bald statement of the deficit would anggest;
%0 that the position would be better if, as the
Treasurcr has already said, it were not for
the Tosses on what the Treasurer has de-
meribed as '‘our utility services.’’ Tt has
heen said that there would be no deficit if
it were not for these scrvieces, The loss on
them amounted to nearly £600,000, I think
the exact figures eiven by the Treaserer.in an-
other place were £594,000 for the year. We will
be told, too, that if there had not been these
losses the estimate given by the Treasurer
wonld have been realised. All these ‘‘ifs’? ani
‘'buts,”” which continually crop up in the
speeehea of Treasurers in succeeding Govern-
ments, are becoming very tiresome, No mat-
ter what the Leader of the House may say,
he cannot pet away from the fact that the
financial position is getting worse and that we
are drifting quickly to leeward. The total de-
ficit is in the neighbourhood of five nillions.
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It is quite true that it is extraordinarily dif-
ficult to make any tangible suggestion as to
liow the Government can improve the finanees.
All sorts of statements are made as to what
the Government ought te do, but it is ex-
tramely difficult indecd to say what course
s best to adopt. Some members of
the Ministry have gone so0 far as to say
that wething further can be dene than has
afready Leen done. [ am not one of those
who believe that nothing further can be done
than has been done. On the contrary, I think
it is possible to improve the financial posi-
tion to a considerable extent. Because this
improvement hag not been effected by the
present Government or by previons Govern-
ments, the deduetion T must make is that the
task of improving the finances is r nlly be-
yond the capacity of the various Trrasurers
and Ministers, The problem requires men with
more financial and business ability than mem-
bers of the Government possess. T suggest that
the Government seek the assistance of men of
firancial and buginess ability in order to ad-
vise them how to get out of the difficulties
confronting them, There i3 nothing in
auy  way derogatory to the dignity
of tho Government in asking for the assist-
ancve of such men. The Imperial Government
have just formed a business committeo for
the purpose of making recommendations to
the Goverument and to see whether any ve-
duction can be made in the expenditure;
whether wmeans ean be adopted for improving
the revenue and generally to advise how best
the finances can be straightened. The Op-
position in another place have been generous
cnongh to say that they will help in every
prosgible way. Tergonally I do not think that
the business or finaneial capacity of the mem-
bers of the Opposition is equal te a task of
such A nature even when it is eombined with
the talents of the present Administration. T
think aesistance might be got from men of
financial cxperience and from leading Dbusi-
ness men, just as the Tmperial Government
have sought assistance in straightening out
the finanees at Home. 1 am perfeotly satis-
fied that if thcve had heen a business com-
mittee in existence proposals which have been
brought forward from time to time would
have been carried out long ago. T notice that
the Minister for Railways has promiscd that
motor traing will be utilised in the back eoun-
fry. That will mean a consiterable redue-
tien in the expenditnre on the running of
irning.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: The motor trains
vould reguire to be different from those in
Victoria.

ifon, J. W, KIRWAN: At any rate, that
ix one snggestion which T am sure would have
been made years ago if such a committee had
heen in existence, That one suggestion will
unquestionably mean a great saving in con-
nection with the railways. Nearly every day [
notiece the train running between Boulder and
Kalgoorlie. 1t is a very heavy train com-
posed of a large number of carriages and is
daily dragged up a hill. The train makes
that journcy many times during the day. All

[COUNCIL.}

the requirements would be met by a light
meotor train running over those rails, That
is only onc example of what we can find all
over the State. A committee of business
wen  would' inquire jnto the expenditure
of utility serviees which, according to the
Treasurer, are responsible -for the deficit, and
they wonld be able to make recommendations
of material assistance to the Government. Of
course, if the Government appointed some
committee that would merely be a sort of
white-washing body which would say that the
country was being run on the most economical
lines and which wounld fall in with the Trea-
surer’s statements—althowgh we are going
baek te such an extent in the finances, the
Treasurcr persists in saying he is practising
economy—such a committee would be of no
advantage whatsoever. I de not know whether
the associated banks would be prepared to
nominate a couple of members to sit on the

committee, but if so, two rcmbers
could be drawn from their ran™ss and
the Cbamber of Commeree could nomi-

nate a couple as well, The committee would
be, of course, merely an advisory one, but it
would help to create confidence abroad, in-
asmuch as the appeintment of such a com-
mittee would show a desire on the part of the
Government {o run the country on busin~ea
lingg. If the British Govern™ent can
appoint 8 committee to assist th m in deal-
ing with the finances of the British Isles,
surely the State Government are not too su-
perior to seek the assistance of some com-
mittee in order to help in straightening out
our finanees.

Hon, J.
right.

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN: Business men and
fuancial men do not often go into Parlia-
ment, and, as a wmatter of faet, when such
men are anxious to do so, as a rule they
cannot get clected. Men of the type T
refer to are uwsually absorbed entirely in
business affairs, making it practically im-
possible for them te turn their minds to poli-
ties anil become successful, Such a committee
#sitting around a table and talking over the
finaneial affairs of the country and going
inte them thdroughly, would be of some help
and at any rate the proposal would be worth
trying.

Hon, G. W, Miles: Tf the Government
wera strong enough to carry out their recom-
wmendations, that might be so, but they would
not be strong enough.

Hon, J. W, KIRWAN: 1If the Govern-
ment did not carry ont the recommendatious
ol the ecommittee, still those reecommendations
would be on record. If the Gavernment enme
forward with the committee’s recommenda-
tions to Parliament, thoss recommendations
would materially assist the Governm at in
paining Parliament 's approval. If the Gov-
ermment coulid say to the lonse, ‘* This com-
mittee has adviseld a certain cours: of aetion
and we recommend its adeption,”” sueh as
arnouncement would influenee a lurge num-
ber of members of Parliament. We are

Nicholson: Hear, hear! Qnuite
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now in sueh a finaneinl position that any-
thing that possibly can be done to inspire
confidence abrond ought to bhe dome, and T
think that the Government could very well
follow the example sot them by the Tmperial
authorities.

Hon. 8ir Edward Wittenoom: The com-
mittee might take the place of the Govern-
nient.

Hon, J. W. KIRWAX: Perhaps that would
de no harm. 1 am inclined to think that a
committee of the nature T suggest, would get
us out of our financial difficulties much more
expeditiously than the Government. The
Government would have to take into aceount
the question of the devclopment of - the
country,

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: If you get the Pri-
mary Producers’ Association to endorse your
suggestion, the Government will adopt it.

Hon. J. W. EIRWAN: Judging by the
resolutions passed by the association de-
manding economy, I should say that that or-
ganisation would probably endorse the pro-
posal. It is rather a pity that the associa-
tion did not advance fhe proposal long ago,
ior had they done so, the probabhilitics are it
would have heen adopted before this,

Hon, A. H. Panton: T thought we had all
the business men in town in this House.

Hen. J. W, KIRWAX: The hon. member
does not know very much about the finan-
cial and business men of Perth if he says
that they are all in this Chamber.

Hon, A, H. Panton : T meant some of
them.

Hon, J. W. KIRWAXN: I think there are
many wmore business men outside Parvlia-
ment thin yvou will ever find in Parliameat,
On the question of immigration, T was in
‘England last year and what struck me
while T was there was the great interest
that was tuken by the people generally in
Australia and in Australian questions. The
war proved such a great advertisement for
Australia that everybody wanted to know
something about the c¢ountry, and as I
travelled about, in trains or trams or ‘busses,
wherever I went, and engaged in conversa-
tion with people whom I met, all scemed to
think well of Australia. They appeared to
be of the opinion that Australia was a land
where there was bread and work for all, and
where the sun was always shining, and 1 was
amazed at the number of people who had it
in their minds to come to Australia, or to
get their sons or dependants to come to
Anstralia,
are vast numbers to-day, in England who
would be ecager and willing to come to this
part of the world if they had the chanee.
Some of those whom T met were suitable in
every rescpect and some had a certain
amount of money which they were willing
to bring with them.

Tion., A. H. Panton: Why do they not
come?

Hon. J. W, RKIRWAN: The hon. member
aska me why they have not come to West-
ern Australia. That is one of the things

T am quite satisfied that thexe .
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I would like the Government to explain,
hecanse there has been a great falling off
in immigration in eomparison to what it
was before the war. In the five years prior
to the beginning of the war, over 8,000
immigrants per annum came to Western
Australin. In the last two years the total
was 3,400, that is, at the rate of 1,700 per
anmwm,  When I went to the Agent Gen-
eral’s office I found the place crowded with
people who were making inquiries, and, all
appeared anxious to come out. They
scemed to be of a good type, but at that
particular period, I understand, there was a
zood deal of difficulty about shipping. But
whatever the difficulty is, it should be ex-
plained to the House. It is a great pity in
a Btate sueh as this, and when such a
large number of people are anxious to emi-
grate to it, that every possible faeility should
not be given to those people. In West-
ern  Augtralin our trouble has been that
the conveniences and reguirements of the
people are far ahead of the population we
have. There are railwayvs everywhere, ronds
bailt, schools erected, and we have an Agri-
enrltural Bank and an Industries Assistance
Board, and, generally speaking, the people
who come herc to-day ure in a vastly better
prosition than the people who came cut in the
early days. Those who eame out in the
years gone by and opened up the country
had none of the advantages which I have
quoted, and they had not the knowledge of
the uses to which they eould put the land.
The immigrant to-day who cannot make a
livelihood is not worth his salt. ''he Govern-
ment, in conmection with their policy of
immiaration, shounld not hesitate to en-
courage people to come out. They will be
a poor type indeed if they fail. The other
peint to which T wish to refer is the alarm-
ing drift of the population towards the capi-
tal.  According to the census rcturns, this
drift has been at a greater rate in Western
Australia than in any other State. The
population within 12 miles of Perth is out
of alt proportion to the population of the
rest of the State. Mr. Panton suggested one
scheme which, to my mind, onght to be put
forward with a view to preventing that drift
towards the eapital, and that js to open the
outlying ports of the State to a greater ex-
fent than has been done in the past. No mat-
ter to which port one may go, one hears con-
stont complaints of the want of facilities in
regard to shipping. At Albany a separation
movement is talked about, and at Geraldton
they are talking in much the same way, and
all because there has not been sufficient at-
tention paid to the opening up of those ports.
The Government, if it is desired to stop the
drift to the ecapital, should give every en-
couragement to the men in the back blocks,
those engaged in developing the natural re-
sources of the State. After all, those men
who are away in the back blocks are the
back bone of the country, and withont them
the ecity could not exist. Tor that reason,
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personally, I welcome the growth of the
Country Party, although I am not a member
of that party and am never likely to be one.
Still I welcome their growing strength be-
cause T think they will check the evil of
centralisation and will ecause more attention
to be paid to the men outback who are the
most deserving citizens of the State.

On motion by Hon. J. Cunningham, dchate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.53 p.m.

Negislative EHssembly,

Tuesday, 23rd August, 1921

Pace

Questions : l:unlcipal Corporations Act, Amend 528
Midln.nd Worksho . 8 renticeshl 28
Wh.znt— (];8 emp}:}r £XPo pa . 328
Locnl contract nows for exporb 328

Timber royaltlea, cancellation of license .. 329
South-West, Inspection by Fedeml Membem - 929
Addmu-in-mply. nlnth day . 329

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—MUNICIPAL CORPORA-
TIONS ACT, AMENDMENT.

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Works: 1, When- does he intend to intro-
duee an amendment of the Municipal Cor-
porations Aet to give to municipalities the
option of rating on the unimproved value
of land? 2, In view of the fact that the
munieipal year commences on the 1st
November, will he consider the advisability
of intreducing the Bill at a sofficiently
carly stage to allow of its being brought
into force for the next municipal year$

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, 1f possible this scssion. 2, No avoidable
delay will oceur.

QUESTION—MIDL.AND WOQORKSHODIS,
APPRENTICESHIPS,

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for Rail-
ways; 1, Who are the members of the
Apprentices Selection Board at the Loco-
motive Workshops at Midland Junection? 2,
What is the method adopted in selecting
apprentices?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re.
plied: 1, The workshaps manager, shop fore-
man of trade concerned, union representa-
tive of trade concerned, 2, (a) Educa-
tional qualifications are tabulated and con-
gidered; (b) candidates are intetrogated by
the Board, and physique and personality
noted; {e) eandidates with outstanding
gualifications in (a) and (b) are given
preference; (d) ecandidates with approxi-
mately equal qualifications in (a) and (b)
ballot for order of appuintment.

QUESTIONS (2)—WHEAT.
Firm offers for Ezport.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Has it been the practice of
the State Wheat Marketing Scheme to give
exporters of Western Australian wheat
firm offers of wheat for export for 48 hours,
to enable them to arrange freight and
quote for the delivery of the wheat in, say,
South Africa? 2, Has this system been ter-
minated under instructions from the Awus-
tralian Wheat Board in Melbourne? 3, Are
the Government aware that this action will
prejudice the sale of Western Australian
wheat, as grain exporters in this State ob-
taining only tentative gquotations locally
will be unable to quote against Vietorian
exporters who are in elese touech with the
Auatralian Wheat Board in Melbourne and
are able to obtain firm offers of wheat
there? 4, Will he protest to the Australian
Wheat Board against the disadvantages im-
posed on the export of Western Australian’
wheat in this respect, and the consequent
loss to the Western Australian producer?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes, to certain destinations on
behalf. of the Australian Wheat Board. 2,
Yes. 3, The export of the actual grain of
the Western Australian harvest to desirable
markets may be affected, but the local pool
will share in any Australian wheat sales
effected overseas. 4, (a) Yes; I have done
go. (b)Y There is no loss to the Western
Australian producer.

Local Conitract No'les for Export.

My, JOHNSTON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Has it been the practice of
the State Wheat Marketing Seheme to issuve
contract notes locally for sales of Western
Anstealian wheat for export? 2, Is it true
that this practice has been stopped under
revent instructions from the Australian
Wheat Board in Melbourne, and that the
Australian Wheat Board has decided that all
such sales are to De finalised in Melbourae
in future? 3, What are the reasons for this
alteration? 4, Is he aware that this new
system will place Melbourne brokers at a
great advantage as compared with residents
of Western Australia in regard to handling
Western Australian wheat for export, with
a corresponding loss to the Western Austra-



